Introductory remarks to the special issue on teaching about refugees
The refugee crisis that dominated the headlines in 2015 has slowly disappeared from TV screens and newspaper headlines, having exposed the Western political elites' inability to manage migration flows in a sustainable and humane way. The political-financial agreements between the European Union and Turkey to 'protect' EU's borders; Hungarian Government's barbed wire fences, initially condemned, then later emulated by other countries on the refugee travel route; The US president administration's initiative to issue a Muslim (travel) ban and build a wall to keep immigrants and refugees out have all demonstrated a chronic lack of empathy and adherence to the UN Refugee Convention. Migration has become a key issue in several recent elections and referenda taking place, with Brexit and Donald J. Trump's victory sending shockwaves of disbelief among those in denial about the rise of anti-systemic populists and political parties and the implications of their success. However, the heavily polarised political scene has failed to engage with an issue of supreme importance: the integration of refugees and migrants into the Western countries where they have sought asylum. Within the context of repeated instances of home grown acts of terrorism, the deeply uncomfortable truth that the West has been avoiding to face is that a significant number of their citizens has felt rejected and unwelcome by the countries they were living in, which resulted in their vulnerability to radicalisation. Furthermore, the dominating polarising narratives of 'clash of cultures' and Islam's supposed incompatibility with Western norms and values further flames the discussion on immigration, integration and the future of multicultural, multiethnic democratic Western societies.
In different processes of socialisation, schools play an invaluable role. They have the opportunity to recognise, alert and address anti-social tendencies and behaviours in children, and it is a systemic medium of teaching citizenship, inclusion, human rights and civic duties and obligations. This special issue invited papers exploring the themes of educating about refugees past and present, at all levels of education, as well as those dealing with the topic of xenophobia and Islamophobia as they related to refugees. Our Call for Papers was motivated by the premise that empathy and non-discrimination can be taught, even in an atmosphere of polarised fear-based discussions described earlier, and we wanted to invite researchers and practitioners to share their good practices in the field of teaching (about) refugees.
Gagné, Schmidt and Markus' article 'Teaching about Refugees: Developing Culturally Responsive Educators in Contexts of Politicized Transnationalism' addresses the issue of teaching about refugees in initial teacher education in Canada, and the need for developing culturally responsive approaches to teaching language and promoting resiliency among war-affected refugee children and youth. Tinkler, McGann and Tinkler's article 'Learning from each other: using service-learning citizenship course to promote intercultural understanding' outlines the University of Vermont's course 'Citizenship and Education in the US' whose constituent component was having college students tutor adult learners (primarily refugees) in the process of preparing for their citizenship exams. The result of these interactions and of contextualised learning for the college students was increased intercultural understanding and respect, and the authors advocate for further 'transformative learning' models to be designed and implemented in the educational system. Aydin's article 'The Educational Needs and Barriers Faced by Syrian Refugees in Turkey: A Qualitative Case Study' explores the educational status of Syrian refugees in Turkish schools and the perspectives of teachers and schools principals about these students' needs, main challenges and opportunities. With language proficiency identified as one of the main obstacles affecting academic performance of Syrian students, the article advocates for more comprehensive attempt to build refugee students' Turkish language skills and provide them with psychological support for lingering war-related trauma issues. Finally, Campbell's article 'Lack of refugee education and its link to xenophobia in the United States' is based on interviews with secondary and post-secondary students and faculty on refugee admittance-related questions in the U.S.
All the articles in this special edition point to a need for including refugee-related topics into the educational systems in the West, and to a need to educate and prepare teachers more adequately for integrating refugee learners in their school and classroom environments. We anticipate that these topics will become areas of increasing concern in Western educational systems in the coming years and this journal welcomes further contributions in this domain.
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